
 

Grand Rapids Planning Commission 
Minutes JULY 28, 2008 

Present: Chairman Raymond Weber; members; Rod Dorski, Eugene Zager, Tom Arnold and Lori Edwards, Town 
Zager moved, Dorski second, unanimously dispensed with reading and approved July 14, 2008 minutes. 
 

1.    Mike & Peggy Doughty: 7631 North Circle Dr., Conditional Use Permit to build a 30’ X 50’ 
detached garage on adjoining lot #7.  Doughtys’ own four connecting lots, two of the lots have the 
residential building on it.  Do not plan on conducting any kind of business, only for storage. 

 

 

2.    Informational discussion on the East Arterial Roadway from the Department of 
Transportation:  Mike O’Meara, Dept. of Transportation explained the history and purpose of the 
study.  In 2007 the WisDOT in cooperation with Wisconsin Rapids, Port Edwards, the Town of Grand 
Rapids and Wood County, initiated a study with funding coming from the STP-Urban Program to initi-
ate a study to examine the feasibility of extending an arterial roadway from the intersection of WIS 
54/73 in Port Edwards, to the intersection of WIS 54 and Wood County W in Wisconsin Rapids. The 
purpose of the study is to improve the safety and efficiency of state highways in the Wisconsin Rapids 
area.  The study is also intended to address future traffic demands and improve local and through traffic 
access for commercial and industrial uses in the study area.  The study includes evaluation of existing 
transportation facilities, inventory land uses in the study area, and review area development plans, refine 
alternatives from the 2025 South Wood County Area Transportation Study, develop new alternatives, 
screen preliminary alternatives and select a recommended alternative, determine whether there are 
threatened and endangered species, archaeological and historic properties, or hazardous materials along 
the proposed East Arterial, obtain input from state and federal review agencies and coordinate with local 
officials, establish a project advisory committee, hold public information meetings, distribute newsletters 
and conduct interest group meetings. 

At this time a the biggest obstacle may be the Griffith Park Nursery buildings, they may qualify as his-
torical buildings and that may require a change of route.  Nystrom, Grand Rapids Town Board member, 
did bring up the concerns of the Alexander Airport committee, which is planning a study to lengthen the 
runway but will not commence until the East Arterial study is complete.  O’Meara mentioned that he is 
anticipating that if this project did go through the bridge would be a two lane bridge with a second 
bridge in the future for ease of rerouting traffic.  At this time the anticipated road ROW would be 120’.  
Also discussed were roadway accesses.  Dave Laspa, city of Wisconsin Rapids Engineer, has mentioned 
that for ease of traffic the entrances can be no closer that ¼ mile.  O’Meara also mentioned that private 
drives will not be allowed and roadways in Wisconsin are designed to accommodate bicyclist or show a 
compelling reason as to why not.   

The study has an anticipated completion date of early 2009.  Consensus of O’Meara and others in atten-
dance felt the project itself will not commence, at the earliest, 2015.  Funding for the project could come 
from many different sources such as STP-Urban, STP-Rural, Bridge Funding and major project funding 
through the state legislature.   

Zager moved, Dorski second to recommend approval to the Town Board for this Conditional Use Permit with the 
following stipulations:  no outside storage, if the detached garage is ever sold it must be sold with lots 1 & 2 of 
Eberhardt Subdivision or the buyer must be made aware that a residential building permit must be taken out within 
2 years on lot 7.  Vote Unanimous 
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Chairman Weber informed O’Meara that we are in the middle of developing our Comprehensive plan 
and asked as to the affect on this project.  O’Meara, Jason Grueneberg and Gary Popelka, Wood County 
Planning, felt that the Dept. of Transportation would reference the applicable Comprehensive plans as 
the project progressed and stressed the importance of the plans to delegate the future of the Municipali-
ties.  The Dept. of Transportation will make the final decision in regards to the route.   

8.    Zoning Administrators Report: Fuehrer reported that she had previously talked to 
O’Meara and he mentioned that there will be another informational meeting in the fall, presumably at the 
Dept. of Transportation in Wisconsin Rapids. 

Fuehrer has been attending the Wisconsin Rapids Planning Commission meetings and has reported that 
Wisconsin Rapids is now starting their Comprehensive Plan. 

9.    Other Public Input:  Intergovernmental co-operation is noted as being key to all local mu-
nicipalities working together in regards to our comprehensive plans this project and our futures as ad-
joining neighboring communities.  

 

Tentative meeting date---August 11,2008       Dorski moved, Zager second, adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes by Planning Commission Secretary 
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